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private collections, and being the seat of Islam in Spain it naturally contain-
ed the most valuable works-of Andalusian thought During the reign of
Philip III the Spaniards captured a large ship loaded with Arabic books,
aopertaining to Maulai Zaidan, king of Morocco, and so the collection of the
Escurial was greatly enriched,
a The number of books destroyed by this fire is estimated at 8,000,
which were mostly Arabic,
3 Direnbourg: Les Manuscrits brakes de lEscuride, Introduction,
* See the Introduction of Direnbourg in his work cited above.
5 This work appeared at first in Italian, in 7 volumes (1782-99) and
was then translated into Spanish and French,
8 M. Levy-Provencal, the French Orientalist and Dean of the Faculty
of Alger, published lately a new edition of this work with valuable annota-
tions (Leyflen, 3 V,, 1932),
7 See the Introduction of Direnbourg cited above,
8 See the Introduction of M. Levy-Provencal Vol. II of the Cata-
logue.
0 When the civil war broke out in Spain (1936), and the Nationalists
approached Madrid, the collections of the Escurial, including the Arabic
collection and many other scientific and artistic treasures, were removed by
the Republicans to Barcelona, Paris or Geneva, After the termination of
hostilities many of these treasures were restored by the Nationalist govern-
ment but nothing is yet known about the fate of the Arabic collection. We
hope that nothing has befallen this last remnant of the legacy of a great
civilization,